LIBRARY RESEARCH ACTIVITY

NAME_________________________________________________

1. Consider a topic that you might like to pursue in this class, Write it here:

2. Brainstorm as many synonyms as possible for the important concepts of your topic:

3. Find the “Communication & Mass Media Complete” database.  Do a search on the topic. Consider three ways to search for your topic using different words and connectors such as AND or OR. Write three search strings here:
4. Browse through the list of databases available through JHU.  Search at least two other suppliers to find citations to books or articles related to your topic.  In the space below, write the exact terms and connector(s) used for each search.  If you obtain large numbers of hits, experiment using different search terms to reduce the hits to a manageable number.  

	Database used: (e.g. Communication & Mass Media; ABI/Inform) (abbreviate if necessary)
	Search statement(s): (e.g. crisis communications AND martha-stewart AND enron) and source (e.g. AB-abstract, TI-title)
	No. of hits

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


5. Begin by reading just the abstracts of articles that appear to be related to your topic or research question.  Try to identify at least three areas that could be considered subtopics of your original topic.  Identify/describe these three subtopics below:

6. Formulate your topic into a question.

7. Revise the question to make it narrower.

8. Revise the question to make it broader.

9. Find an article from the footnotes of an article you found for #5. Print the article or request it. What did you do to find the article? Write the process in here.

10. Find an article that has to be ordered from interlibrary loan. How do you know it needs to be ordered from ILL? Attach a copy of your ILL request to this assignment.
11. Go to JSTOR. Do a search on your topic. Find two articles that can be printed from your computer. Write the full citations here in APA style. 
12. Search the Sheridan library catalogue for a book on your subject. Write the full citation (in APA style) and call number here.

13. What would you have to do to get this book?

14. Go to Lexis-Nexis. Find one article on your subject or topic. Write the citation (in APA Style) and the first line of the article here.
15. Based on your preliminary research, formulate a research question that you think would be good for your paper.
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